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REPORT OF THE CRUISE OF H.M.8. CURA-
COA, COMMODORE BIR W. WISEMAN.
[rroM THE 8. M. nERALD, ocTonEm 4.]

We sailed from Sydney, on the 4th June last, and
made a good passage to Norfolk Island. We sighted
Lord Howe Island on the 7th, and arrived at the
former island on the 9th. The quondam Pii-
cairners received us with great hospitality., The
Commodore returned their civility by permitting the
band to be landed for their amusement, and Ly
gelting up a very fair ball two nights before our de-
parturé. The weather being very boistorons, we
were detained here by the ship having suddenly to
leave the roadstead and put to sea, muny of the
officers being on shore at the time. The ship
baving returned again on the 18th, we proceeded to
sea, and met with foul winds for some days.
ing Bundsy Island, we at length arrived at Savage
Island, from whence, after a short stay, we sailed
for Pango Pango, a beautiful barbor in the Island
of Tutuila, one of the Samoan Group. Here the
natives performed their war dance on board, to the
great amusement of all. Our next visit was to Apia,
the capital of the Samoan Group, in the Island of
Upola, where we received great kindness from Mr
Williamis, H. M. Consul, and the Earopean
residents. After five days’' stay we proceceded to
Vavaa, in the Friendly Islands, and remained there
gbout two days. On the 17th July we arrived at
Tongs-tabu, the capital of the Friendly Groap,
where the great King George (for he is a giant in
statare) paid his respects to the Commodore, who
received him with his yards manned, and other
honors due to royalty. Oa leaving the ship the
king was saluted with twenty-one gans. Leaving the
¥riendly Islands, we made for the Fiji Group, the
first island we touched st being Ovalau; from thenoce
we went to Mban, a small island in the Fiji Group.

Bight-

Upon our arrival King Thakambau, with the
principal chiefs of the island, visited the ship. On
ome occasion he was accompanied by the Queen,
who was & wonderfal womsaa in bulk and stature, a

_giantess in fact, caleulated to take the first prize in

any competitive exhibition of the relative
proportions of the fair @sex in mny part
of the world. Upon the king leaving the
ship he wis saluted with twenty.one guos.
On the following day, when the Commodore re-
garned his viiit, Thakambaun saluted him from his
battery, o.nsisting of four small guns, with which
his lieg- subjects were occupied fully half a day.
Kandaua, also in the Fiji Group, was next visited,
afier which we made for Aneiteum, ag island in the
New Hebrides Group, where we found H.M.8 Kek,
with our English mail. We remained at Aneiteum
four days, and sailed from thence to the island of
Tenns, in the same group, accompanied by several
missionaries in their schooner, the Day Bpring.
The day previous to our departure the Commodore,
in consequence of the crnel treatment which British
suljects had suffered from its cannibal inhabitants,
conceived it to be his duty to shell the villages in
the vicinity of the ship, and to land a force of
small-arm men and marines to destroy their villages,
canoes, and plantations ; a just retribution for the
arbarities they had ocommitted, and a warning to
hem for the future. We had one seaman wounded,
~ho was shot through the abdomen ; he was taken
on board and died shortly after. The exact number
killed and wounded among the Tannese we are uot
able to ascertain, but we believe it must exceed
tweaty. The day after our departure, a parly of
natives,” coming mocideantly upon an unexploded



shell in the bush, were seized with a curiosity to
see the contentsel the brass percussion fuse; they
aquatted themselves roand the shell and begsu
to beat the fnse with a stone, when it wsud-

denly expleded, killiog six of them and wounading
others. bhe next morning we sailed for Erromanga
and anchored in Dillon's Bay, whon the Commodore
landed snd visited the sandilwood statiou of Mr
Henry, who he foand bad only just returned from
SBydoey. He also saw Mrs Henry, who informed

m that during her husband's absence, the natives
had besieged her oastle, and had carried on m pro-
longed attack from the opposite side of the river,
sowme thirty or forty yards an width, from wheuce
they kept up a harassing fire on the station build-
ings. These brave islandrs were, of course, aware
of her husband’s wbsence, and she bravely kept her
ground, with the few retuiners she hud at command,
ngainst the barbarian antaropophagite hordes, vutil
they raised the sioge and fled to their mountain
howes.

.. Yaa Harbor, in Sandwich Islund, was the next
place we vimicd, Fean thence we proceeded tu
Havanvuh Harbor, suotber port in the ssme island,
After m short stay, we sniled for Vauue Levu, an

faland in Bank's Hary we_ fell in

Bhﬁsp enom, otmdmtmhmhdbﬂn,w ym
the  Oommodore had engiged to meet hers iy his
schooner, the Bouthern Cross, nud who afterwards
kept in company with us until onr departure from
the Solomov Group. We then ed to Con-
trarieties Islanid, in the Bolomon Group, passing
through the Santa Crug Groap on our way. From

.still further

thenocs we went to Ugi, or Gulfl Island, and, after
visiting Recherche and Wano Bays, in the islands
of San Christoval § Marau SBound, in Guadsleanar;
Mboli Bay, in Fiorida Island; and Bt. George's
Bay, Ysabel Island, all of the Sclomou Groip, we
finally bade adien to Bishop Patteson—who left for
Caortis Island—and took our departurv for Ecron-
mangs, where we arrived on the 25th Beptember ;
the purport of our second visit beihg to mscertain
whether the natives were dis to be more
amicably inclined to British residents in the island.
In consequence of the ill-treatment to which
British suobjects had of late been expesed
at Dillon’'s Bay, the Commodore was
indaced to infliet some little punishment on the
natives ol 8iva, a village on the coasta short dis-
tance from Dillon's Bay, by throwing a few shot
and shell into the place, and iostructing Mr Gordon,
st the same time, to inform the patives that a man-
of-war would visit the island next year, and inflict
unishwent upon them il they did not
in the meantime amend their ways.

'We took our departure for New Caledonia on the
20th, arriving ou the 80th, OUn oaor arrival we
found the Governor, M. Guillain, had jast retarned
from ao expedition to the west coast of the islund
to inflict summiary punishment on the natives for
the murder of sevéral French suhbjects, whom they
not only killed, but devoared afterwards. A fuil
account of their proceedings may be seen in the
Moniteur of the 1st October. We remained a week
at Port de France, where we received great hos-
pitality by the Governor and residents, aud finally
teok leave of our friendly allies, and then made sail
for Sydney, which we reached on the 18th. Thaus
terminated our pleusant and deeply interestivg
cll;lill-



